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Philosophy 346: Environmental Ethics  

  

Professor: Kristina Gehrman  

e-mail: kgehrma1@utk.edu  

Office: 812 McClung Tower 
Office Hours: W 11-1, and by appt.

Teaching Assistant: Eddy Falls  

e-mail: efalls1@vols.utk.edu 
Office: 812/818 McClung Tower 
Office Hours: W 10-11, Th 5:15-6:45

 

 

An ethic is a code or a set of ideals governing human conduct. So an environmental 

ethic is basically a code or set of ideals governing how humans must conduct themselves 
in relation to the environment. That means that in environmental ethics, we have to 
think not only about ethics, but also about our theory of nature (how the natural world 
it is structured, what it is made of, what rules and laws govern it, how it came to be, and 
so on). After all, the environmental ethic you live by will depend a lot on the theory of 
nature you accept.   
 

The course will be divided into roughly two parts. First, we will look at the historical 
roots of the currently-dominant Western theory of nature, and relate it to the 
environmental ethic it supports. Then we will consider a series of alternative 
environmental ethics, keeping in mind the theories of nature behind each of them. 

 

 
Required Texts 
You are responsible for bringing a copy of the pertinent text(s) to class with you at all times. 

1. Course reader (CR), available at Graphic Creations, 1809 Lake Ave., (865) 522-6221. 
2. Nolt, John. Environmental Ethics for the Long Term.  
3. Leopold, Aldo. A Sand County Almanac.  

 

 
Coursework and assessment 
Please note that the readings in this course will be challenging, but that no prior exposure to these 
particular texts will be presupposed. Your grades will be based on the following: 
 

Reading Analyses (5 @ 3 points each) 15% 

In-class Exam: 15% 

Midterm Paper (3 pages):  20% 

Ijams/ IC King Observation Report: 20% 

Final Paper (5 pages): 20% 

Participation (including regular attendance at both lecture and section): 10% 

mailto:kgehrma1@utk.edu
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Academic Integrity Policy 
Plagiarism used to be very boring. You cheat, I send you up, you cry, I waste my afternoon, you ruin your 
chances of getting into law school. But in the age of Wikipedia, plagiarism has become a much more 
interesting and genuinely complicated ethical issue. Intellectual property and authorial responsibility are 
among the interesting ethical issues that philosophy can help us to think about, but that won't be our 
focus in this class. To simplify things, this course has the following policy governing the use of sources: 
 
You may not consult ANY outside sources, including all internet sources, without the explicit prior 
consent of the instructor, while doing any of the graded work for this course. 
 
There are three common-sense exceptions to this simple rule: 

1. You are always welcome to look up the meanings and etymology of words, or the origins of 
small phrases, sayings, or quotations that you wish to use from some other context (such as a 
line from a movie, a poem, a well-known remark attributed to a famous person, etc.). 

2. You are always welcome to rely on your knowledge of relevant things that you 
acquired in another context (like, at work, or in biology class). In most cases these 
things require proper citation, and you should get help with proper citation from 
your instructors before submitting any work for a grade. 

3. You are strongly encouraged to discuss the course material with one another and 
also (if you wish) with other students, professors, etc. who are not in the class. 
You will be asked to attach a statement to each assignment acknowledging any 
conversations you may have had with others. I will provide a sample statement on 
the course website. 

 
Violation of the above policy is grounds for failure of the course and will be reported to the 
University according to the policies outlined in Hilltopics, UT’s student handbook (at  
http://dos.utk.edu/publications/hilltopics/index.html). 
 
 

Other Course Policies 
Laptops, Phones, and other Devices 

There is a no laptop, no phone, no wireless connectivity rule in this class. Get used to powering 
down, and putting things in airplane mode (not on vibrate) at the start of class. At the end of 
each class we will have 5 minutes of recap during which you will be invited to pull out your 
computers and take notes if you so choose. Violations of this policy will impact your 
participation grade.  

 
Access and Accommodations 

If you need special accommodations for a disability, chronic illness, mental health concern, 
planned surgery, sports-related travel absences, or for any other reason, you must inform the 
instructors. Remember that we can only provide support where we know it is needed! If you 
need special accommodations to complete any of the graded work in this course, please let us 
know at least two weeks prior to the due date. If you know you need or think you may need 
accommodation for a disability, you should contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 
865-974-6087 in 2227 Dunford Hall to document your eligibility for services.

http://dos.utk.edu/publications/hilltopics/index.html
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Schedule 
Please note that this schedule and its contents are subject to change. A current version of the syllabus 
will always be available on the course website. 
 

January Reading/Viewing Assignments Writing Assignments 

7 Introductions (no reading)  

9 Feral cat debate (Blackboard) and Nolt 
Chapter 1 

 

12 Discussion sections meet Reading Analysis #1 Due 

14 Nolt Chapter 1  

16 CR through Young’s Literal Genesis 1, finish 
Nolt Chapter 1 

 

19 No Discussion sections in observance of 
Martin Luther King Day 

 

21 CR Aristotle  

23 CR Aquinas  

26 Discussion sections meet Reading Analysis #2 Due 

28 CR Locke  

30 CR Locke and Homestead Act  

February 

2 
Discussion sections meet Reading Analysis #3 Due 

4 CR Homestead Act and Hagan  

6 CR Hagan and LaDuke  

9 
Discussion sections meet  

11 
No new reading In-class Exam 

13 Nolt Chapters 3 and 4  
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16 Discussion sections meet  

18 Nolt Chapters 3 and 4, CR Friedman  

20 Nolt Chapters 3 and 4, CR Friedman  

23 Discussion sections meet Reading Analysis #4 Due 

25 
Nolt Chapters 3 and 4, CR Hawken  

27 Nolt Chapters 3 and 4, CR Hawken  

March   

2 
Discussion sections meet  

4 Nolt Chapter 5 and Food Inc.  

6 Nolt Chapter 5 and Food Inc. Midterm Paper Assigned 

9 Discussion sections meet  

11 Nolt Chapter 5 and Project Nim  

13 Nolt Chapter 5 and Project Nim  

23 
Discussion sections meet Midterm Paper Due 

25 A Sand County Almanac  

27 A Sand County Almanac  

30 
Discussion sections meet 

 

Reading Analysis #5 Due 

April 

1 A Sand County Almanac  

3 No class (Spring Recess)  

6 Discussion sections meet  

8 A Sand County Almanac  

10 
CR Naess and Nolt Chapter 6 

Ijams Observation Report and 
Final Paper Assigned 
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13 Discussion sections meet Ijams Observation Report Due 

15 CR Naess and Nolt Chapter 6  

17 Naess, “An Ecological Approach to Being in 
the World” (Blackboard)  and Nolt Chapter 7 

 

20 Discussion section s meet  

22 Naess, “An Ecological Approach to Being in 
the World” (Blackboard)  and Nolt Chapter 7 

 

24 Conclusions (no new reading) Final Paper Due 

 

 

Further Resources 

 
In the Philosophy Department 

Check out our department website for information about philosophical events like 
Philosophy Club meetings, as well as for information about majoring, minoring, choosing 
classes, and all other philosophy-related news and information: 
http://web.utk.edu/~philosop/default.html . 
 
… And if you (or your parents, or your friends) think this whole philosophy thing is just really a 
questionable use of your time, check out this page in particular, which will answer the 
philosopher’s favorite question, WHY?: http://web.utk.edu/~philosop/whyphilosophy.html 
 

Finally, you can contact the department’s Director of Undergraduate Studies, Professor EJ 
Coffman, with questions about the major, minor, or all things philosophical: 
ecoffma1@utk.edu. 

 
Around Campus 

The Student Success Center, located in Greve Hall Room 324, is there to help students cope with 
challenges that are both normal and unusual for college students like yourselves. They do 
everything from academic coaching and tutoring to peer mentoring and crisis management. 
Find them at  http://studentsuccess.utk.edu/ 

 

The Writing Center has several locations on campus and will work with you one-on-one to 
improve your writing. Find them at http://writingcenter.utk.edu/ 

 

The Campus Syllabus summarizes some of the key policies covered in this syllabus: 
http://tenntlc-utk-  edu.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/files/2012/11/CAMPUS-SYLLABUS1.pdf 
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